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ABSTRACT 

The writing samples presented in this paper were 
selected from the portfolios of eighth-grade Vermont students as 
examples of the various points in Vermont's newly revised analytic 
writing assessment guide. The benchmark writing pieces in the paper 
when used with the analytic assessment guide that begins the paper, 
are guideposts for assessing student work. The paper presents four 
benchmark pieces for each of the five "dimens i ons H of writing: 
purpose,, organization, details, voice or tone, and 
grammar/usage/mechanics. Each benchmark piece is accompanied by a 
chart indicating whether the piece extensively, frequently, 
sometimes, or rarely incorporated the five dimensions of writing, 
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8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces 



Introduction 




T| he writing samples that follow were selected from the portfolios 
of eighth grade Vermont students as examples of the various 
points on Vermont's newly-revised analytic writing assessment 
guide. These benchmark writing pieces, when used with the 
analytic assessment guide, are guideposts for assessing student work. 

The Vermont Department of Education expresses its deep gratitude to the 
anonymous student authors of the following pieces, and to their teachers 
and parents for granting us permission to publish these works. 

The Department also wishes to recognize the considerable efforts of its 
writing network leaders and especially to thank those network leaders 
who served on the 1994 benchmarking committees: 



Fourth Grade 



Eighth Grade 



Betty Boudreau 
Susan Collins 
Nloka Houston 
leanne Korstange 
Shayne Trubisz 
Ann Rex 



Andrew Green 
Hasse Halley 



Gordon Korstange 



loan Simmons 
Mi mi Brailsford 
Geof Hewitt 



Irina Markova 
Joyce Roof 




Susan Biggam 
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In assessing, ...how adequately intent and 
consider. . . focus arc established and 



maintained (success in this 
criterion should not depend on 
the reader's knowledge of the 
writing assignment: the 
writing should stand on its 
own) 



Ask how consistently, intent is established and 
relative to length and maintained within a given 
complexity... piece of writing 



Extensively KstaMishcs and maintains a 
clear purpose and focus. 

Frequently Kstablishes a purpose and 
focus. 



Sometimes Attempts to establish a 

purpose; focus of writing is 
not fully clear. 

Rarely Purpose and focus not 
apparent. 




Yes | 

1$ author^ focus dear 
within the writing? 

— No f- 
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C^cJ^N'b Qovn \}<:.( : ;wCe "3- V*to. \a\(\\ 
V\o m <: lv.; f\- V\ . c. V'v-V^ X N rv\c: -\ V ^ o 1 0 \ v 



School 

P - Is this piece about what the author feels about school or what school is for? School is the 
topic, but the purpose is not apparent. 

G/U/M ■ Krrors interfere with understanding, especially in second paragraph. 



School 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Kxtcnsivcly 












Frequently 












Sometimes 












Rarely 


Purpose nncl 
focus not 
apparent 


✓ 


✓ 


✓ 


✓ 



to 
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Response Paper on Juvenile Justice 

I think that juveniles should get an equal or a lesser charge 
in a deliquent act then an adult would. For example the Gault 
case where Gerry Gault made an obscene phone call. Which if an 
adult made the call he or she would have got a penally of 30 
days and a fifty dollar fine. Gerry gault got six years incaraceration 
for the obscene phone call. 

When a parent or the parents get notified by an officer of 
the law that ttsfee child is in jail the parent or the parents 
should come and pick them up quickly.' In December 1982 a fifteen 
year old, Robbie Horn hung himself in a Kentucky jail where he 
had been for thirty minutes. On page five in the reading it says 
that parents do not reconize the danger, hoping that a taste 
of jail will: scare them straight. 

In some oases I agree with the system. I think some kids 
should get help with thii^c problems, may it be drugs, or stealing, 
but not six years for an obscene phone call. So you see we do 
not have a perfect Juvenile correction system yet, Haybe we will 
some day* 
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Response Paper on Juvenile Justice 

P - The relationship of the paragraphs isn't clear: focus muddied. 

D - Details lack elaboration, some are random, fail to support ideas/information. Listing. 

V/T - Tone is not effective, although some persona! commitment (Voice) comes through in "a 
taste of jail will scare them straight" 



Response Paper on Juvenile Justice 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Extensively 












Frequently 












Sometimes 


Attempts to estab- 
lish a purpose; 
focus of writing is 
not fully clear 


✓ 




✓ 


✓ 


Rarely 






✓ 
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1 he Wi nn i nq f-'oi n t 

Running up the -field, dribbling I hp »M»crr.*r ha] 1 « I f 3 t 
t ht? rraiHC 1 er> in my ]eg r a get tense but stronger Imrftucp I'm in 
control of the* ball- J t ? <s in front of me .•tiir.l 1 have In hlnrl 
out a] J of the? rhf?err» and screams of m>, t panimM e* nnd llm 
opposing team. I have to pretend they're not thru p. «-n 1 ran 
protect it from the enemy team. A) J 1 can third *hnut 1 
tnal i nq a ona ] ► 

"Hie pressure j ncrfra^e^ a*=- J Eipeed doi-m M*ip field, the 
•reemrd «.o far J feel the other trernui appr oarrh i nr.) - and m, 

mind becomes h].-nl with nn] y one thing: m/d e iioal. Mv 
heart's beating lile mad because I'm right at the qoaJ . I 
l iclc. T e.rorn' A] ] of my £\ppr phensi ons and 4ear*i dissolve «~s 
mv team r.heers. r»jF> i?n when I ma I ei the winning point. 

The he f *t part of the game wa^ not scoring and winni nn. 
het the t eamwor \ And the way we worl^d together t:l ir onqh< »id- 
I lm rjcMii^ lo mrde it all happen. 



13 



8 

BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces 




The Winning Point 

P - Focus drifts: last paragraph drifts. 

0 - Without the last paragraph, piece would probably be an a E rt in O, but there's no mention 
of teamwork until the last paragraph. All preceding narrative is focused on "I." 

G/U/M - Tense shifts. 



The Winning Point 



Purpose 



Organization Details 



Voice or Tone 



G/U/M 



Extensively 



Frequently 



Establishes a 
purpose and 
focus 



✓ 



✓ 



✓ 



Sometimes 



✓ 



Rarely 
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PROCRASTINATION 



What do I have strong feelings about? 
Procrastinating 



I am the world's leading procrastinator. If you looked in 
the dictionary under procrastinate it would say see; Rebecca 
Feinberg • 

I am a procrastinator I I do procrastinate! I can 

procrastinate anytime, anywhere, anyhow I I procrastinate 

constantly. I procrastinate in everything I do. I put tnings oft 
and save them for later. I procrastinate from doing laundry, 
washing dishes, stacking wood, pulling weeds, doing school work, 
practicing my clarinet! I even procrastinate fro it 

procrastinating! 

Procrastinating is my biggest proolem. I ~ * e e r. 

procrastinating and procrastinating and putting off 3nd putting 
of?, until I am so overwhelmed with things thai have to be done I 
have a nervous breakdown and nervous breakdowns don't help at 
all. 

I hate pi ocr as*, mating, but I a 1 way a io it. I ha** tried 
* vei y th i n :; I know. I make schedules. I make liati. I nan myself 

w : i -: j : I always find some way or pi o 2 i - a a t - :.a - - r. ? a. - , i a., tnat 
y : a ..-._;-> at : ng romes back a*-. me later, wr.e- I ran'". 

o m e d a y I n u l c to f i n d a r i ri a i e n d to n» y p t* u c t a 2 1 1 n at.*, 1*1 <j an .! 
when I do I will h a v * .1 huge e 1 e b t a 1 1 o n and contribute w h a t e ■ ■ ^ 1 
may be left of my lite to stopping procrastination I 



1JI 
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Procrastination 

P - Maintains a clear purpose and focus: strong feelings about procrastination. 

0 - Writing moves forward; piece is fluent and coherent 

D - Details are not pertinent and vivid, but do support ideas and information. 

V/T - Commitment to subject brings out personal expression. 

G/U/M - Kcw errors relative to length. 



Procrastination 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Hxtensively 


Establishes and 
maintains a clear 
purpose and focus 






✓ 


✓ 


Frequently 






✓ 






Sometimes 












Rarely 













II 
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Organization 



In assessing, 
consider... 



Ask how 
consistently, 
relative to length 
and complexity... 



...coherence: 

...whether ideas or information 
are in logical sequence or move 
the piece forward 
►..whether sentences and images 
are clearly related to each other 
(Indenting paragraphs is a matter 
of Grammar/Usage/Mechanics) 

the writing demonstrates 
coherence 



Extensively Organized from beginning to 

end, logical progression of ideas, 
fluent and coherent. 

Frequently Organization moves writing 

forward with few lapses in unity 
or coherence. 

Yes 



Does the organization 
move the writing 
forward! 



No 

Sometimes Lapsc(s) In organization affect 
unity or coherence. 



Rarely Serious errors in organization 
make writing difficult to follow. 



9 

ERIC 



12 



8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces 



Sci-Fi 



Science fiction has to do with technological advancements. If 
it doesn't happen in the present real world then it will happen in 
Sci-Fi. Sci-Fi is what created the dream of how to get to the moon. 
Sci-Fi is the dreams of people who have sought to make the 
future. 

So what exactly is Sci-Fi? Science fiction is something new, 
something modem, and almost always has to do with new 
technologies and lasers. Then why do we have it? Is the next 
question you ask. I can not answer this question exactly right for 
everyone. But I think it's to add a little mystery to our lives. For 
Exsample stuff we don't know about (mysteries to us) are then 
made by a lab in Vermont then studied untill we know all about 
them. 

In conclusion,! think that Sci-Fi will be the basis of all the new 
technological advancements soon to come out in the near and far 
future. Without Sci-Fi, civilization we would go nowhere fast. We'd 
be a clock unwound. For instance we'd probably still be using 
abacuses if it weren't for Sci-Fi (in this we would be talking about 
computers and calculators being created in Sci-Fi then finally in 
the real present day) 
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P - Conflicting purposes in first paragraph. 



Sci-Fi 



0 - More \hiu "lapses," there are "serious errors" in organization, (Read the piece aloud to 
hear the organization problems.) 

0 - Ideas are not developed; very few details at all, they are random and inappropriate when 
located. 



V/T - Some voice comes through: "Then why do we have it? Is the next question you ask." 

G/U/M • The principal mistakes are in sentence structure. The piece shows some command 
of conventions, but not of syntax. 



Sci-Fi 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Kxtcnsively 












Frequently 












Sometimes 


✓ 






✓ 


✓ 


Rarely 




Serious errors in 
organization make 
writing difficult to follow 


✓ 







in 
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THE WILDERNESS 
When I go to bed in my tent I feel the hard rocky 
ground, cold and rough. I am in my sleeping bag. It's warm but 
not quite as comfy as my bed at home. I have a little 
something that reminds me of home, like a pillow and stuffed 
animal. After a long night's sleep, I wake up and feel a crick 
in my neck and a back ache. 

I get out of my tent and stretch. I take my first 
deep breath of cool, fresh air. I hear the birds singing their 
songs. The crisp sun warms my face. The smoke from the fire 
burns my eyes, but I don't mind. I can get so many good things 
out of fire like food, warm heat, and contentment. 

When I am camping, I feel happy and free. I love the 
feeling of being with nature and feeling free to do what I 
want. Camping makes me happy because I feel like I don't have 
any problems ; I leave them all at home. When I'm at the fire 
{usually at the left corner} I listen to the crackle of the 
fire. The heat usually gets to me so I have to move back. The 
time I always think is at night with me, the stars and the big 
sky. I usually think about my family and what school is going 
to be like in the following year. The night was cold, but I had 
a good time. I may do it again sometime! 



The Wilderness 

P - In view that this is a "generic" camping trip, purpose and focus arc established. 

0 - List sentence refers to what? Zig-zag between fire (paragraph 2) and later in final paragraph. 

D - Details are elaborated* see first paragraph. 

G/ll/M - Word choice; "When I'm at the fire ... I listen to the crackle of the fire. (Repeated 
words); tense shift in final sentence. Two or three comma errors. 



The Wilderness 





Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


GAl/M 


Hxtensivcly 












Frequently 


✓ 




✓ 


✓ 


✓ 


Sometimes 




1-ipscM in nr^.ini7iitim 
.iffect unity or coherence 








Rarely 
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tU.t- ■hr'^-Z. P^A.i \nr, r - '. „v o ^-f 



"hLc^^ 1 ~flr~Cr*- X' ^i>/^c<L UJ&e^CS Uj-HLr- 



The Christmas TYcc Accident 

P - I\irposc/focus clear and maintained. 

V/r - Attempt at personal expression ("my mouth and my actions got mc in trouble"), but no 
sense of writer's feelings about all this. 

G/U/iVl - Lack of indenting, missing commas, some spelling errors, but these do not distract. 





The Christmas Tree Accident 






Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G14/M 


Kxtcnsivcly 


✓ 










Frequently 




Writing moves forward 
with few Liphcs in unity 
or coherence 






✓ 


Sometimes 






✓ 


✓ 




Rarely 






1 
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"The Carnival Box" 

JjLrtdZS w^y^/ tbl*<.jk cd4 JfcAh* id) /LU. "tit 
g^Sa I /aJ» *Aj>, yL Atruytir A fa J< & /'Ah/7 ; ^ j 

A-XjLAA e A. s aJL*\jL Crdk pdfH>£sl.*Sj*S)£ bJTXA. (\Aui %o>^. &j£ f 

pdgJLAl* aoti ^d^O ^?>>v ^/iW" CJL^tlAy.. 

rt* J / trz~l i>M6f ;/ ^k^- ft- Awi/ 

<l*y\ Jut, v/ <V> /U rtA^J (t£ A&Hgi aeL J&S* /hUAU^ Jms\ n^ftX 
<X l^tLlL a^TA J)Coy< ! LJD-U^J yt . /\l£Lrr£*-+^L SY**p C[A*^~ 
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ife M 



r 



4 



CXrrrJH Jji^nj s^j.IJs J^jJ^jf /cfccfY*J <^> ito 7tU XjbrcH^y 



' :R1C 
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*ZL CfrtiJi ^C"V^ ZoZl^L fr^L 

J< <LsJl 



Or 
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v — z 



faiAAl^L^ />//y -tllrJr a* q A^rJ. L/foJ s.rJJ* 

{^AnJ/if Lhi *X JL^* . %)J/\^ yyr^tj, rn-c 



The Carnival Box 

P * Author maintains focus on connection to the house. 

0 - Apparent digression (Marie and lacob) may be seen as a lapse, but in such a long piece, 
this enhances the narrative, 

V/T - Distinctive tone* enhanced by choice of details. A strong picture of the narrator emerges. 



The Carnival Box 





Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone G/U/M 


Kxtcnslvcly 

Heqmmtly 
Sometimes 
Rarely 


✓ 


Organized from beginning 
to end, logical progression 
of ideas, fluent and 
cohesive 


✓ 


✓ 

✓ 
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Details 



In assessing, 
consider ♦ 



...whether details develop ideas 
or information 

...whether details elaborate or 
clarify the content of the writing 
with images, careful explanation, 
effective dialogue, parenthetical 
expressions, stage directions, etc. 



Ask how 
consistently, 
relative to length 
and complexity... 



details contribute to development 
of ideas and information, evoke 
images or otherwise elaborate or 
clarify the content of the writing 



Extensively Details are pertinent, vivid or 

explicit and provide ideas/informa- 
tion in depth. 

Frequently ^ cta, ' s develop ideas/information; 
or details arc elaborated. 



Yes 



Do details enhance 
ami/or clarify the 
uniting? 



No I 

Sometimes Details lack elaboration, merely 
listed or unnecessarily repetitious. 



Rarely Details are minimal, inappropriate, 
or random. 



9- 
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"I think they thought ..." 



1. was settled in 1792. Why do you think early settlers 

chose to live in ? Why have people continued to live 

l n 




"I think they thought ..." (Untitled) 
P - Piece does not stand on its own. 

0 - No sequencing. Sentences could be in any order. 

I.) - Details are minimal. 

\!f\ - No involvement; tone absent. 

Ci/Ll/M - Patterns of errors (spelling, contractions), plus other errors. 





i think they thought ..." 


(Untitled) 






Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Kxtcnsively 












Frequently 












Sometimes 










✓ 


Rarely 


✓ 


✓ 

i. 


Ikuilsiirc ininini.il. 
inappropriate, or 
random 


✓ 
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Hats off in School! 



We should be able to wear hats in school. 
They keep long hair out of our faces while we are in school. 
If we are having bad hair days, like our hair is really messy, so we want to hide it, we 
wear hats. It helps keep things out of our hair. It helps protect our hair and our heads. 
I don't see why we should not wear hats in school just because it shows respect 
toward other pople. It does not hurt anyone. 
Why can't we wear hats in school if the high school can? 

We can wear them out side of school so why can't we wear them inside of school? 
It looks a lot better and it goes with the suit your wearing. 
So why can't we wear hats in school? 



9 
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Hate off In School 

P - Purpose and focus established and maintained in this short piece 

0 - Lapses in organization. 

D - Listing. No elaboration. No consideration of contrary opinion. 

V/T • Not "distinctive/' but involvement comes through in thoroughness of author's argument. 



Hats Off in School 



1 



Kxtensively 
Krequently 
Sometimes 



Rarely 



Purpose 

✓ 



Organization 



Details 



Perils Lick elabor- 
ation, merely listed 
or unnecessarily 
lepltlttous 



24 
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G/U/M 
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"You Hop on Your Snowmobile 

You hop on your snowmobile and let your imagination run 
wild. As you sit on your machine you fe^l it's power run 
through you. You take off and leave the rest of the world 
behind you in a cloud of snow. You feel like you've just been 
shot out of a cannon. You are racing at 70 miles per hour. 

You enter the woods and slow down to 20. You follow an 
old logging trail. You climb your way up the logging trail. 

You get to the top of the trail. The trail splits into 
two ways. You go to the right side. There are lot's of trees, 
so it's real dark. You switch on your headlight and make your 
way through the woods. 

The traii leads into the field that you started out in. 
You decide that it's time to head back to your truck. You go 
around the outside of the fieid to make it a little more 
exciting. Your headlight shines the way through the dark open 
field. 

Then suddenly, the ground underneath you disappears and 
you are flying through the air. You crash into the other side 
of a gully. Your helmet flies off and the front of your 
snowmobile is crushed. You get your helmet, and get back on 
your snowmobile. But your snowmobile won't start. The ski is 
broken, and part of the track is separated. You throw your 
helmet down with anger and walk back to your truck. You drive 
your truck to your broken down snowmobile and push it into 
the back of your truck. 



"You hop on your snowmobile ..." (Untitled) 
P - Second person may at first confuse reader as to whether this piece is intended to give 
instruction or show the joys of snowmobiling, but purpose and focus are maintained. 

O - A weak lead sentence, and some confusion on the antecedent of "it" in third sentence of 
fourth paragraph. 

V/T - Readers were evenly split between a "Sometimes" and a "Frequently." in this piece, the 
use of second person creates difficulty finding voice. 



"You hop on your snowmobile,., (untitled) 





Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Kxtensivcly 


✓ 










Frequently 
Sometimes 




✓ 


Detail:) develop 
klcii</inform<ilion; 
or Uc'uiiU «ire 
elaborated 


✓ 


✓ 


Rarely 
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The Storm 

The heavy mist 

Is lifting from the mountains, 

Like the spirits escaping 

Their mortal bodies. 

While the ruin 

Hammers to the earth. 

As someone 

Cries bitterly in a faraway room. 

But then. 

1 he golden sun 

breaks through the tears 

The clouds tremble away 

And someone 

Is laughing again. 



UC 



The Storm 

P - Strong focus draws comparison between a storm and human emotions. 

0 - Fluent and cohesive. 

D - Strong verbs and vivid details create images. 

V/T • Personal commitment comes through. 

G/U/M - Punctuation is not used in a sufficiently consistent fashion to demonstrate the 
"Intentional departures" of an "Kxtensively." 



The Storm 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Kxtensively 


✓ 


✓ 


Details arc pertinent, 
vivid or explicit and 
provide Ideas/ 
inforrrwtion in depth 


✓ 




Frequently 
Sometimes 
Rarely 










✓ 
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Voice or Tone 



In assessing, 


...whether the writing displays a 


consider., . 


natural stvle aDDroDriate to the 




narrator 




...or whether the tone of the 




writing is appropriate to its 




content 


Ask how 


an appropriate voice or tone is 


consistently. 


established and maintained 


relative to length 




and complexity... 




Extensively 


Distinctive personal expression 




or distinctive tone enhances the 




writing. 


Frequently 


Kstablishes personal expression 




or effective tone. 




Yes 1 



Can you bear the writer? 
Or, is the tone effective? 

J No I 



Sometimes Attempts personal expression or 
appropriate tone. 

Rarely Personal expression or 

appropriate tone not evident. 
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"I get up in the morning ..." 



J (jf j r up iii the morning and the first thing I do is get 
di c:;s< m| . Thf*n I do my hair and brush rny teeth. Then I 
vmn-Ii TV. Then it's time to qo to school. I call my 
f i lend and r.hf mf^rr, me at the bus stop, I get on the 
In:; nnd cjo ro school. And at 2:15 I go home. I get off 
t hi* Ihjs rind v;uLk home I get a snack and do my chores . 
A M r ■ t I t\t\ my homework. Then r help make dinner. 
After wf''re done i ng , I clean off the table and 
then I go t o ri friends hou.se or I walk around. At 
7:30 I go home and watch TV or play nintendo. 
Then I t akf a shower , r get in my pajamas, and brush 
my hair . Thf;n J war.rh some more TV until I'm ready 
to bed. 



"I get up in the morning ..." (Untitled) 
P - The "purpose/' to tell about a daily routine, is clear, but, giving equal weight to each 
activity, the piece has little focus. 

0 - A ' cradle to grave" piece, with few lapses, but not a fluent piece with logical progression 
of ideas. 



I get up in the morning../' (untitled) 



[Extensively 
frequently 
Sometimes 
Rarelv 



Purpose 



Organization 



Details 



Voice or Tone 



I'lTMinjI exproMon < 
.ipprnpn.Jtc (one not 
evident 



Ci/U/M 



9 
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Fci nvasy 



Re. ad i na 



I love fantasy books. My first Fantasy books were The 
Narnia Chronicles by C.S. Lewis. I got hooked on fantasy in 



The Witch, and The Wardrobe to us. 

One of the most extensive fantasy companies is TSR. 
TSR makes ail the Dungeons & Dragons roll playing games and 
the books of the Dragonlance saga, the Dark Sun world, and 
The Forgotten Realms fantasy adventures. Dark Sun is set on 
the desert world of Athas, where there are seven major 
cities ruled by seven immortal sorceror-ki ngs . Slavery is a 
way of life on this deadly planet. The Forgotten Realms is 
set on Faerun, a world much like our own i i n terms of land). 
Dr i g on i ance is set on the world of Krynn , a world which is 
a 1 s <: much 1 1 ke :ur own . 

Tv/o of my favorite TSR writers are R.A. Salvatore and 
Tt y Denning. My f avoir ire no n -TSR writer is Terry Brocks. 

T am an expert it fantasy reading because I have read 
?nuny r jntasy L-.ok^. Als: s jme t imes when I read fantasy I 
:-:\ ip into f he bo^k as if I am a bystander watching things 
happen and j can even become the hero the storv. 



the fourth grade when our teacher, M 



r read The Lion , 
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Fantasy Reading 

P - Second paragraph not clearly related to rest of piece; purpose and focus not fully clear. 
O - In this paper, the purpose and organization problems are linked. 
D - Listing without specificity. 

WT - Last sentence provides evidence of an attempt at personal expression. 



Fantasy Reading 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Extensively 












Frequently 










✓ 


Sometimes 
Rarely 


✓ 


✓ 


✓ 


Attempts personal 
expression or jpproprute 
tone 
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Broken Hearts 

Xt- uJn^ CK b^'o-V-*. , (jm. <tl / fV\ Sjj^jSw Aqv L£ Q i "Vtn j resect 

J 

^CK \ Q,»-l\ r.ifv C*-ry^A . A\ i 4^r ck — VvM firM 
J 

J 

ClC-6 f C **CO \kA^X "^u f n a tjAg. imp. \ cQ^ ; rj svnt^ {^Vu'tc 

is ^ Cl2 Wp<A •/GQ'W 1+ .j>a? ^ ^ f,X+ * <3 (21^ w^rl^ .v 

a o/flr-t- N^ec £ilC -VW s»g.g. o> =p^if rt^.Trs jjvg fom 

daiii^ ck WjjLg Edl^j d/r«;e^ cot? L 1+lg, <;k,tts . a*c\ 
<j^i\\\ slptvigd si IK bku^, F.w^rvT'KM/nn ^ this roaM uj^r so 

n N cp'> it -r-Vot nryi^g h)>r> q . z*^ Sci£Q£lhi^j ^jajCLJ 

Vvj. ±2L£& (h sW. W . "T^ \^coNp o Laai q bo^A 
r>^-r>\^ y V)1qv^.\< a A .^V^ ; pkhg c,,Qr.g, p.rf.jrg rcv^kf lAg 
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ERIC 



Aq^K b\or6 VCMrrv^O cu^fd "Hv^l >/. TVm> ^ 

<j v - r / j - 7 



Tv^ g rw/f Arxv I Trtnda r-- qaI ojt q f gpl c\ res red. . Q a (V 

toffftfflg mi.^ cfl^LQ^ a£_soh&i: Vafp-^g^ j-h-t-Wr^ . Viv^ fU'r batre 
.'a j>Wq .ofg^/r. 

ft A A lrnr"jvA uaijl£ .. _ Tlnptr^JOc, C l a\^ ft^p. ^le riACx-fem.l 
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ERJC 



.rarr^ - ^ 

vVrf -ftKl p c.^/ioi / ''r l^Zx VMV;. tyr^-' ; f qc2 ^rr'^ 

frA -\y^ "that v^Jhrrv PK\.^ g.;^ hc^r\ teaC< Ia£ Lx/tvj 1 ^ AWa/ 

C npfl'-r, 

•J 

slo^gYN ptjrV away H\e ;£) Lg flniLlLl*^ Viet>o^i hovV\P, Ts/vla^ 
Voo^g vjac fj^g, [± , ±>ex ^ . TV? ^ . _ qig^e a Vtafl^ -Ar.: 1 / , 

gyVl oof h^j'rvd a cW<Mg fa i^jg \lLC: kfe uM^y S^Qu/c rfl^ , 

REST COPY AVAILABLE 
33 
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Broken Hearts 




O - Lapses whore condition of room is described, and in second paragraph ("grabbed the 
picture"). Sec bottom of page 2 where "picture" is mentioned over and over, slowing down 
the progression. 

0 - Relies on infectives; not of them are pertinent, 

V/T - Personal expression is stronger in first half than in second. The story within a story 
loses voice. 



Broken Hearts 




Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


C./U/M 


Extensively 


✓ 










Frequently 




✓ 


✓ 


HsLiblisfics pcrbOruil 
expression or .ipproprkite 
tone 


✓ 


Sometimes 












Rarely 
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Ivy 



Mil* -ireat Hroshiqa Medlar IX surveyed hi a, Mfvoi in Ivy 

plants before entering his house. I hey wlm e | m o< ii e; a . i n«i 

nicely and made a beautiful contrast to the sUi k i o<j desoi t 
hehi nd liis. house . 

It- John Howe-:, ler ragen Marine, was )uct In i mi hi*, 
oibitinq boosters in the black cpace above Mai'-. - Hi', 
mira.ion was to be one of establishing r on tat I with the 
Haitian culture that had been detected on the '.ui f >u p. 

I he \hip blared out ot tlie '-.ky and luwei ed it'. ell cmln the 
i-i nnien.idi? outside of the water temple. Mi o c h i d a Medlar IX 
took notice of tine ship only became fie l'in»u he wniild p oon 
liav.*' to perform ari adoption cei t-moii/ Willi t ho i feature in 
1 Ik- ' hi p - 

March 17. ?3JR Perconal Diary <d Im|iu Howe . 

All i.Mf-nit to he doincs well- The native', have l.ihen me in 
and, if I under stand correctly. I will soon he "adopted, 
f^t-ai cntly this is a great honor and 1 will do my best to 

.If C t 3 r r r.|- rj i nq 1 V _ 

Ht o-..hi Medlar IK looked up the louq table to where tin- 
'human' sat, K'errmi h ah 1 v , the human was at tempt i nq to 

consume the food arid emulate the manners of Hr oshioa Medlar 
I X 1 people. Whnt lemarkable creatures, these humans, to 

attempt to y e r t o i rn alien tasks s o readily. 

Mar i- h I >1 „ ? * I ft f'ei sonal Diary of John Howe-:. 

1 managed to i boke down some of the Martian food la:d 
niuht. fht? Haitians are definitely nice, civil cieatuie* .. 
if a little odd. Towards the end ot t'he meal, a Martian 
r amo t o me and conveyed that I should come to the water 
temple in the morning. He left and the rest of t he Haitian, 
followed. Taking the hint, I exited. 

Hroshicia Medlar IX led the naked little biped i «» I he walci 
chamber and conveyed the message that he should ■ . nbine i • .r> 
himself. An assistant pressed a button and ,\ hofd did 
over the water, ensuring that no air would intiude upi>u | he 
human" and his f hou<-jhtc. . 

Howes pounded fur iously on ttie metal but I In i ■ • • ■ ■ i it ■ 
response. Slowly, his consciousness dop,n t»d 

I Irosh i qa Med 1 ar IX stood on hi s ilm u 1 d ep and t 1 ud' M d i l« 
the "human" had been :o limp when they had um.iMle | I 1 1- ■ 
waterchamber the next day. why didn'l he r,.|ia.i oi, . - II 
it was not his problem to won y about 
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Ivy 

I' Purpose is lo iiiiHiMVcniciMin, •irui focus is well maintained. 
VI Purv lone .iiul llie lone of a report are hot h captured. 

Ivy 



I- 



Kxtensivelv 



Frequently 



Purpose 

✓ 



Dr^tinl/alion 

✓ 



Sometimes 



R«irclv 



Derails 

✓ 



Voice or Tone 

PmhkIivc personal 
expression or ilfttirk'titc 
tone enhances the writing 



Ci/U/M i 
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Grammar/ Usage/ 
Mechanics 

In assessing, ...the conventions of writing, 
consider... including: 

•Grammar (e.g. sentence 
structure, syntax) 
•Usage (e.g. agreement and word 
choice) 

•Mechanics (e.g. spelling, 
capitalization, punctuation) 

Ask how As appropriate to grade level, 
consistently, command of conventions is 
relative to length evident, through correct Knglish or 
and complexity... intentional, effective departure 
from conventions 



Extensively Kew or no errors present; or 
departures from convention 
appear intentional and are 
effective. 

Frequently Some errors or patterns of errors 
are present 

Yes | 

Does writing show 
grade apjtroptian* 
command of G/V/M? 

No 

Sometimes Numerous errors are apparent 
and may distract the reader. 

Rarely Krrors interfere with 
understanding. 
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Ml 1 i .j7m i i \\ r ] i r J 

• .-''in i uiivn , In '-.-'Im LjQrmany & titan vjio would grQatly 



name 



\? q*z hi\\)9r{ Emstam. kail dewiskporenir , 



\*?r[ %:crld t jQz torn. In? 

AILmi 1 ! verv skv end i:uj , ious 1 when he v&s a chili, fie vas olvov> o p^niu-x 

iir : r«:-rijpi| tktcrvo} tvloiiveiv- 
.■■ 1 ' 

."ilier't eui\v mIi. -uituii vut received cl kcifi* jrom ius uncle. H* was 
•I .v. 1 rri . i i \ n | i , i 

Ji:cordeu,::iulli fjiid ■ i itMi-.f. AlLert JiJn \ pnHiruJ ir!y hi*? Kit barkers =o keojtan 
skipped civ*. *■ . Hh fn l »>|vrri.J I«j cluJv on lus ■ T n. Al ih-Mji? o 1/ AlU-ri ka«l 



1 11 

i. /V 






1 1 



in i or 



m I3>U.J aILm 1 ! cuawnuJ / ulera / K \om on J koJ san. I hey V9ri 
ijiT.»r,i'i-M,j .uiij Albert AioriMed Jus cousin in 1.^1 J. 

aII^H lataped". mi: iuJt'i] sailine? uuJ rfiUiiij, l"i9 kudu cii*e>a{ -iicuse o ki 

U U 

anJ wn-- in -i|mJ nr lus love a L m nnJ kis Irmiwirlky nature p 1 !■? woe strongly 
rjtrtiiir.l ' ii» t hu. # iiH' : ii. k*lkuPj)ht iknl no ruiinlry ' ,r u * h'llur lh j n 'i unoihf r« h 
ri mi.- ii ini mi • nri in »n,[|uijL lu L'uru ikui AlLrl in Jul I LlLr « 



nil] Trip I vln.u 
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They in turri kated ins bieij-r ami evert lurried ail a| ki- properly. -jk:>rtly ajler 

tkis GcsoruQ^Einftein. moved lo ike ^-J.-J. onJ become ci citizen. 

AlLert pu [disked Jive major paper-; in a Lrerman journal. He redeemed ike 

Thercv of ftelativiiv- He flteo created ike formula a 
' I 11 

E= j"'lL Z, Tke Etc mfaerLPent in a mass. J\ ecjuols ike moss zauiillpkedLy tke 



jeioruoi o 



Her js 



hnht scjuared. Tk? jormuLa skovs a small parliole o 

equivalent o engery He oll>c» mQ(L> pork vkiek were useJ in ike television . 

Tke tkird pope?* jauniolion tke pkoton. Tekjorlhpoper ckongeJ tke voy roon 

Looked at ike universe. A lit papers elevate JE msipin too respited pkysirct 

J\os\ a AlLeri discovGrs proved kg vas c genius- HE discorded 
[ he i -^opiiloriy, Drpnuar movements, F^kojogbne e jgcL Jpeeicd Relahvitoly, 



Lsrenol Reltivioly, ^/uantim Tkor, Cogmolgy Eugasen o|"rrLO\?ercient. Tke 
LfLLiit imporlanl vaz \\net Tkor g| Reli lively . 

lis vken tke Relay Jociety o| LonJi 



eoi 



OiTie 9 yen more 



Qinot 



prove J Ins tkeory o| Rektialy vas correct, 19Z1 ke got an avard |or kis 
di scorives on J olko tke nolle prize vkick kod notion to Jo vitk kis Tkor oj 
Rekhaly. ) 

Aloeri spent (lie red o| kis li e in on unsucce^sjul vay to fry to expane 



:JI oj tke proprites o 



matter in one mot 



tki mail col ormou JO. 
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I reoilv *ri|oyeti r^-:&ri'univt Albert Cmrtein, i h"^ p i? com* io oiitn&r \u< 
Lovy o'\ ^oiJiag.L ru-fiect Aijiv* \o learn on 1 j_l cva. Alter! i; o sr*ry 



£ u C' iiv -r c j i j i pM r c. ri n j v tid i \ I i *;» lit ^ i 1 



Albert Einstein 

I 1 The subject of this piece is clear, but is the focus on Kinstein, or his love of learning, or his 
genius? A good attempt at providing focus in fourth paragraph. 

GU/M - Errors overshadow everything, even interfering with assessments in other criteria. 



Albert Einstein 



Kxrensively 



Frequently 



Sometimes 



Rarely 



Purpose 



Organization 



Details 



Voice or Tone 



G/U/M 



f rrors intrrfcrr with 
understanding 
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The Riding Lessons 

I went to horseback riding camp this summer and I had 
quite an adventure. 

It all started when I first learned how to saddle a 
horse. I was putting the saddle on, the horse turned its head 
and looked at me then all of a sudden[ Chomp ] ouch that 
hurt! I had teeth marks on my shoulder, but I finally got the 
saddle on and Lexie, my riding teacher put the briddle on. 

When I finally out in the ring, I couldn't on because it 
was to tall. After I finally got on the horse, by getting my 
leg up and over. He was all frisky he was jumping around and 
tossing his head, and he took off with me on his back. 
I fell off my horse and landed with a thump on the grass in 
the middle of the ring. I couldn't get back on because my 
horse was still running around the ring. Lexie caught my 
horse and helped me untack him and put him in his stable. 
That was my first day of riding camp for me. The rest of the 
lessons I did pretty good if I do say so myself. I'm also 
pretty sure that my riding instructor thought I did pretty 
good too. By the end of the week I could post trot and was 
farther then the other kids. I missed my new friends I had 
made, but I've continued riding and now I'm doing pretty 
well . 



The Riding Lessons 

P - Focus unclear. Is this about horseback riding camp or about an unfortunate accident? 

0 - lapses affect unity/coherence. 

0 - Details not elaborated; little indication of narrator's response to the accident. 

V/T - Little indication of personal involvement, even though a lot of personal experience is 
presented. 



Intensively 

frequently 

Sometimes 



Purpose 



The Riding Lessons 



Organization 



Details 



Voice or Tone 



Ci/U/M 



Numerous rrrnrs <irr 
«ipp«irent «uul district 
tlic renter 



Rarely 
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MICHAEL JORDAN: MY STORY 

It all started about four years ago when this kid gave 
me one of Michael Jordan's basketball cards. After the first 
card he gave me he kept on giving me sports cards of Michael 
Jordan, Magic Johnson, and Bo Jackson. But I always liked 
Michael the best. I don't know what it was that attracted me 
to him (his bald head NOT!). I just liked him so much. When 
ever there was something on t.v. about him I was there to 
see it. I never watched nor understood basketball until he 
was playing. I was always glued to the t.v. I never missed a 
game! If there was an article in the newspaper or in a 
magazine I was the first one to get it. I never missed an 
article. O.K. one once in a while. All I wanted for 
Christmas and for my birthday was Michael Jordan stuff. 
If I only had five dollars to spend on something I really 
needed. ! wouldn't care I'd spend it on a Michael Jordan 
poster or a magazine that had an article with Michael in it. 

My room has always been covered with posters, but the 
majority was of Michael. I had Michael Jordan posters and 
articles all over my room. If I didn't have enough space in 
my room for any more pictures, I'd make sure there was 
enough room for Michael's pictures. 

When I was in sixth grade, I got the Chicago Bulls address 
from a book After I sent a letter out, I did not gut a 
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response for a while. Then when I finally did, I was filled 
with joy. He sent me a picture of himself, and papers for 
the Michael Jordan basketball camp, which I have wanted to 
go to for some time. I would still like to go, but it is 
kind of expensive. 

All through elementary school and the beginning of 
middle school, I was a tomboy. I wanted "air Jordans" and 
clothes that represented Michael, I wanted Chicago Bulls 
hats, shirts, sweat outfits, jerseys, etc. When I was in 
seventh grade, I was going to play basketball, even though 
my heart never desired to, just because Michael did. When my 
sister had Michael Jordan articles or just little pictures 
of him, I would fight with her just to have them. Oh! and 
then when the movie " Michael Jordan Air time " came out I 
begged my mother to get it for me. (I still haven't gotten 
it though, but I'm still working on it.) 

I think that my mother had my head, because I was so 
obsessed with Michael. When she looked at me, she saw a 
little Michael Jordan. 

Then when Michael retired, it broke my heart, because he 
was my favorite and he didn't have to retire. This would 
have been his greastest year,and it might even be worth his 
fourth championship. I know it was a tragity when his father 
was murdered, and I know it was really hard on him, but he 
could have kept on going and did what he likes best. 

Also when I was in sixth grade people would say to me , 
"Why don't you just get over him? You're never gonna meet 
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him." -Qui I know I will someday! That is one of my dreams.to 
meet him. No one understood how I felt. 



Michael Jordan: My Story 

P - Author's description of his or her obsession is maintained as purpose/focus of this piece. 

0 - A few lapses in coherence and unity — see second paragraph. 
D - Details are general, not sufficiently specific to rate an "Extensively/' 



Michael Jordan: My Ston 






Purpose 


Organization 


Details 


Voice or Tone 


G/U/M 


Extensively 


✓ 






✓ 




Frequently 




✓ 


✓ 




Some errors or piittemh 
of errors are present 


Sometimes 












Rarely 
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Powers Par k 

It was over four years ago, on a coid day at Powers Park, 
whar, I nal a:, experience that I'll never forget. It wa.-a my £ j j . r. i 
year ut taking swimming Lessons at the park. I was taking my 
second test so that I could pass into 'the five to twelve foot, pjci. 

1 had to start out diving and seeing how long I could stay under 
water. The only other people being tested were my sister Jessie 
ar.d ar?.;u- f :u: ether people. They all did okay, but by the time 
ir.~ t^s~. was about tnree-f our tns over there were only three of us 
iai\ in the test. The others had already flunked. 

En the last part of the test we were told to do a pencil drop in 
the twelve foot pool. That eliminated another person. Then we had 
to dive from the side cf the pool and then do the crawl until we 
r jr. t; tne rope and then do the backfloat the rest of the way. 

When it was my turn, I did a really good dive but 1 ran out of 
energy. and I got nut of the pool and I tried again. By this rime, 
I was really tired and when I was about three feet from the rope I 
j ust i; juidn't move at all. I couldn't grab the rope or trie side 
:f the pool. I c juid tall 1 wasn't moving anywnere except down. 
I remember seeino ali the lifegaurds standing around the pool, But 
I couldn't tell what they were saying. Finally, after what seemed 
like hours to me, one of the lifegaurds jumped in and pulled me 
out. Needless to say fcfaa-t 1 didn't pass the test, but the others 
d id . 

K i no? that d.jy, I've never taken Lessens a - P we r £ Park. ut 
[ haven't, slopped swimming either. 1 still like tne hea.:h and ! 
know I d Iwayu will. 
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8th Grade Writing Benchmark Pieces 




Powers Park 

P - Clear focus on the experience and rhc effect it had on the narrator's life. 

V/T - For an "experience I'll never forget," tone is flat, uninvolved. 

G/U/M - What is attempted is achieved, and the piece is an Extensively" in this category, 
but it is a notably safe piece of writing. 



Powers Park 



Purpose 



Organization 



Details 



Voice or Tone 



G/U/M 



Kxtensively 



✓ 



Few or no errors are pre- 
sent; or departures from 
convention appear intcn 
tional and are effective 



Frequently 



✓ 



✓ 



Sometimes 



✓ 



Rarely 






